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AUGUSTA STATE UNIVERSITY

College of Education

Department of Educational Leadership, Counseling and Special Education
1.
Course: SPED3006 Language Development and Communications Disorders (3-0-3)
2.
Instructor: Teri Pettyjohn, Ed.S
Email: tpettyjo@aug.edu or theresa.pettyjohn@ccboe.net 

Phone: work (706) 541-2723 x 5343 home (706) 855-9351
Office Hours: Before/After Class or Arrange as needed: Adjunct Professor
3.
Course Description: 
In this course students will study typical language and communication development and the communication disorders associated with children in special education. Students will learn how teachers can design and implement programs to support students in language and communication development. 
4.
Textbook

Bernstein, D. & Tiegerman-Farber, E. (2009). Language and communication disorders in 

    children. (6th ed.). NY: Pearson. 

5.
LiveText

All students admitted to degree programs in the College of Education are required to
purchase LiveText software through the ASU bookstore. LiveText is an electronic, web-based data management service that allows students and faculty to create, store, and publish documents online using a word-processing format. All students will upload assignments, their portfolio, and other required documents into LiveText. LiveText works better with the Mozilla Firefox browser rather than Internet Explorer.  Students may Google Mozilla Firefox and download it to their computers.

6. Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of SPED 3006, students will meet a common core of knowledge and skills essential for special educators in the area of language development and communication disorders.

A. Study typical developmental course for children’s language development

B. Learn about characteristics of children with specific language and communication disorders associated with information processing problems

C. Study varied augmentative and assistive communication technology for supporting communication functioning of children with language disorders

D. Study characteristics of communication disorders associated with children with autism spectrum disorders

E. Learn systematic and naturalistic teaching approaches for overcoming effects of communication disorders

7. College of Education Conceptual Framework

Understanding for Teaching, Teaching for Understanding
The preparation of educators is the most critical of all professions, without educators there are no other professions.  The professional educator is the key element in the learning process. Building on the key elements of the professional educator, the Conceptual Framework of the unit of Augusta State University consists of a vision and mission with an overarching theme to produce prepared, able, and responsive professionals to teach diverse learners.  

This vision and mission is a shared responsibility between campus colleagues, public school practitioners, and involved community agencies requiring the partnership of the entire education unit including the College of Education, the College of Arts and Sciences, and the local community educational system and the Partner School Network.

For each of the three sections below, include the elements that are addressed in your particular course and delete those that are not applicable. When complete, delete this italicized text.
Element:  Prepared (PD)

P1:  Demonstrate strong content and pedagogical preparation in their respective subject area or professional field.

P2:  Use self assessment and analysis to form the basis for collaboration with colleagues and the development of a desire to be a lifelong learner.

P3:  Possess an understanding of the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) or their professional field of study and be able to create learning experiences that enable all students to learn.

P4:  Understand how students learn and develop (intellectually, socially, and individually) and be able to provide developmentally appropriate learning opportunities and support for these opportunities. 

P5:  Demonstrate knowledge of how to implement effective verbal and nonverbal information and technology techniques to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interaction in educational settings.

Element: Able (AD)

A1:  Understand, use, and support a variety of instructional strategies to encourage the learner’s development of critical and creative thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.

A2:  Create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation for all learners.  
A3:  Plan, guide, and support instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, the learners, the community, and curriculum goals.

A4:  Understand and use authentic assessment to evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the learner.  

A5:  Ability to teach and work in authentic settings with diverse populations of learners

Element: Responsive (RD)

R1:  A respect for the dignity of all persons. All children can learn and have the right to an opportunity to do so.

R2:  Preparation in the subject area(s) to be taught or the professional field of study must be accompanied by the skill and dispositions to translate knowledge into creating and supporting meaningful experiences for diverse learners

R3:  Understanding of how students differ in their approaches to learning and demonstrate the commitment for meeting their educational needs in fair, caring, nondiscriminatory, and equitable manners.

R4:  Ability to be a reflective practitioner who continually evaluates the effects of his/her choices and actions on others (students, parents, and other professionals in the learning community) and actively seeks the opportunity to grow professionally

R5:  Fostering of relationships with school colleagues, parents, and agencies in the larger community to support the learning and well-being of all students.  

8. Program-Specific Standards Addressed in This Course (CEC Standard #6: Language )

a. CC6K1 Effects of cultural and linguistic differences on growth and development

b. CC6K2 Characteristics of one’s own culture and use of language and the ways in which these can differ from other cultures and uses of languages

c. CC6K3 Ways of behaving and communicating among cultures that can lead to misinterpretation and misunderstanding

d. CC6K4 Augmentative and assistive technology strategies

e. CC6S1 Use strategies of support and enhance communication skills of individuals with exceptional learning needs
f. CC6S2 Use communication strategies and resources to facilitate understanding of subject matter for students whose primary language is not the dominant language

g. EC6S1 Support and facilitate family and child interactions as primary contexts for leaning and development
9. Method of Instruction: On-site, lecture, discussion, case studies, individual research and project presentations, peer collaboration, cooperative  groups 

10. Course Schedule
Week 1
Course Overview and Writing Requirements

Week 2
 Chapter 1 – The Nature of Language and Its Disorders (2-23) 

**  Bring a peer-reviewed journal article to class


Week 3
Ch 2 – Language Development: A Review (28-87)

· Annotated Bibliography (AB)1 – two articles on normal language development in students without disabilities OR any sub-topic from chapter 1


Week 4
Ch 3 -  Early Communication Assessment and Interventions (101-153)

· Quiz 1 chapters 1 & 2

· AB 2 – two articles on the language development in SWD OR any sub-topic from ch 2

Week 5
Ch 4 – Preschool Language Impairments (168-197)

· AB 3 – two articles on the use of assistive technology in language intervention for SWD

Week 6
Lab – No Class

Week 7
Ch 5 – Nature & Scope of Language Learning Disability ( 206-237)

· Quiz 2 chapters 3 & 4

· AB 4 – two articles on strategies for physically-based language disabilities; include at least one on stuttering (dysfluency) 

Week 8
Ch 6 MR/ID (246-300) & Ch 12 Diverse Children (536-567)

· AB 5 – two articles on strategies for supporting language development and cultural differences, including English language learners 

Week 9 March 4
· MID-TERM – notes, chapters 1-6, 12

Weeks 10-14
School Placements & Authentic Learning

· Work on journal entries

Week 15
Chapters 7, 8, & 9 (314-431) 

· Turn in take-home quiz 3
· Communication Intervention Paper Due  

Week 16
Chapters 10-11 (436-524)

· Journal Entries Due 

Week 17
Chapter 7 Case Studies pp 115-125

· FINAL EXAM – chapters 7-11 and annotated bibliographies

11.        Performance Assessment and Grades

ASSIGNMENTS:

· Students will complete field journals about observations in placement settings; 30 hours of contact must be described. This should be typed and stapled together with a cover page listing your name, the course, school assignment, and date. (10%) 

· Students will describe and assess a communication intervention observed in the field placement (3 page paper –not including title page) (15%) 

· Midterm (15%)  

· Students will complete annotated bibliographies of peer-reviewed research on language and communication disorders (30%) Due weekly as listed
· 3 Quizzes (15% total) 
· Final Exam (15%) 
FIELD EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS:

This course requires 30 hours of direct contact with students with disabilities. Specific assignments will be explained and may include the following: planning communication goals for students with language disorders; assessing effects of interventions; and presentation of assessments in written and oral form.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES:

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph; this is the annotation. The purpose is to describe the writer’s opinion of the cited sources. 

You will prepare 2 annotated bibliographies per week as listed in the COURSE OUTLINE, and they are to be completed as follows:

· Each article must be a peer-reviewed research article containing empirical data on the language development of students with and without disabilities (see COURSE OUTLINE for specific weekly topics)

· Each article will be described in 1 page total. 

· Each description should include a bibliographic reference in APA format at the top of the page

· This should be followed by a ½ page summary (no more) of the research and the author’s conclusions. This should include the central theme or purpose of the work; the author’s background or authority, the intended audience, the value of the work

· The other ½ of the page should be your reaction to and application of the research contained in the article. (Do not use first person.) What do you think of the intervention or strategy? Should more research be done in this area? Who would benefit? Does the work present a clear bias or are there excessive limitations which actual discredit the work? How beneficial is this study to the field of language and communication? Does it significantly impact intervention and services for students with disabilities and/or speech & language impairment?
Paper Assignment: 
In this APA style paper you will describe an augmentative or alternative communication device that you have observed in your lab assignment. Do not use first person. Include and fully describe the following:

· The intervention itself; include research (3 citations) which support its use for the population (disability and/or deficit) for which it is being used.

· How does this intervention increase the communication of the student?

· Give specific examples of how this device impacts the student toward meeting academic/developmental/social goals (are they in the IEP and how are the goals measuring the effectiveness of the device?) Does the teacher take regular data?

· Can the device be weaned as more typical communication is developed, or is it necessary for daily living? 

· What are the limitations of the device?

· How could it be improved upon or used more effectively?

· Does it require extensive training for communication partners?

· Who services and maintains adequate functioning of the device?

· Is it used by SLPs and therapists? If so, how often, and are those services generalized across settings?

· Give an overall value estimate of the intervention and its impact on the student.

For this paper, you should have:

· a title page with a running head; 

· an abstract page (block formatting and between 100 and 120 words)

· put title on first page of content

· entire paper should be double-spaced, Times New Roman; 12 pt. font

· do not use sub-headings, bold, or skip additional lines

· include reference page with minimum of 4 sources

12. Other Important Information 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Students are expected to attend class regularly and late assignments will not be accepted for any reason. Students may miss one class without penalty. Subsequent absences will result in the loss of 3 points from the final average for each absence. Arriving late or leaving early will also result in loss of points. Quizzes are only given at the beginning of each class and cannot be made up.

13.  Academic Honesty
Students are expected to read and strictly adhere to the entire Academic Honesty policy found in the 2009–10 Augusta State University Catalog.  In part, the policy reads:

Academic honesty requires the presentation for evaluation and credit of one’s own work, not the work of others…Plagiarism is the failure to acknowledge indebtedness.  It is always assumed that the written work offered for evaluation and credit is the student’s own unless otherwise acknowledged.  Such acknowledgement should occur whenever one quotes another person’s actual works, whenever one appropriates another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories, even if they are paraphrased, and whenever one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials unless the information is common knowledge. (p.43)
14. Pipeline Account
Students are encouraged to check their Pipeline account daily.  Students are responsible for any assignments or deadlines sent to them via Pipeline.  If you have trouble accessing your Pipeline account, you should contact Information Technology Services at 737-1676.  Computers and printers are available free of charge in computer labs throughout campus as well as the library and campus Internet cafes for students who do not have access from a home computer.

15. Department of Educational Leadership, Counseling and Special Education Website
Students are invited to visit the departmental website at: http://www.aug.edu/clinical  A variety of forms, some interactive, may be downloaded from the website.  There are also newsletters, registration information and announcements which students will find useful.  Most forms are in Adobe Acrobat.  All campus computers have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed and students can download Adobe Acrobat Reader for their home computer at no charge from:  http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/

16. Writing Center

You may contact the ASU Writing Center (737-1402) for help with developing and improving composition skills. If you would like additional help with writing or with learning APA style, inform the class instructor.

17. Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who are registered with the Office of Disability Services should schedule an appointment with the instructor before the third week of class to discuss academic accommodations. If the student does not initiate this meeting, it is assumed no special accommodations or modifications will be necessary to meet the requirements of this course. You may make an appointment by calling the Counseling and Testing Center (706) 737-1471 or visit their office located in the Quadrangle, next to Fanning Hall (Business Office).

18. Student Safety

Student safety is of primary importance. Students leaving classes late in the evening are encouraged to stay in groups of two or more and to report all suspicious behavior or persons to the ASU Office of Public Safety (emergency number 706-729-2911; non-emergency 706-737-1401). Emergency telephones are located in the University Hall parking lot and various other locations on campus.

19. Cell Phones
The use of cell phones for calls, text messaging, or other tasks is prohibited in class. 
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