AUGUSTA STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

SPED 4002
TEACHING STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

IN GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSROOMS

3 SEMESTER HOURS

Professor:  Karyn Warren

Contact Information: 

Email: kwarren1@aug.edu (email contact is preferred)

Leave a message for me in the office at 706-737-1497

Office hours are by appointment only
TEXTBOOKS AND READINGS:

SPECIAL EDUCATION FOR TODAY’S TEACHERS: AN INTRODUCTION by Michael Rosenberg, David Westling, and James McLeskey. Copyright 2008.
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK PRINCIPLES

The conceptual framework establishes the shared vision for a unit’s efforts in preparing educators to work effectively in P-12 schools.  It provides direction for programs, courses, teaching, candidate performance, scholarship, service, and unit accountability.  The conceptual framework is knowledge-based, articulated, shared, coherent, consistent with the unit and/or institutional mission, and continuously evaluated.

The Department of Clinical and Professional Studies holds a common set of standards (knowledge, skills, and dispositions) in which candidates are prepared to practice as professionals in their disciplines.  The members of the Department will promote the success of all students by demonstrating:

I. Learned and Scholarly Professionals who are Knowledgeable – Ethical – Collegial.

II. Democratic Professionals who are Advocates and Meaning-Makers.

III. Self-Actualizing Professionals who are Role Models and Change Agents.

CLINICAL AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES’ STANDARDS ARE CONGRUENT WITH NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF TEACHER EDUCATION (NCATE), PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMISSION (PSC), INTERSTATE NEW TEACHER ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT CONSORTIUM (INTASC), COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN (CEC), AND BOARD OF REGENTS (BOR) STANDARDS.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  An introductory course for future general and special educators which includes: (a) basic laws governing and affecting special education, (b) prereferral and referral procedures, (c) definitions and characteristics of individuals with disabilities, students with multiple abilities and students from diverse backgrounds, (d) instructional methodologies, strategies, and techniques, (e) collaboration/consultation, (f) classroom acceptance, and (g) assistive technologies.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will meet a common core of knowledge and skills essential for general and special educators to support students of diverse needs and abilities by demonstrating the following competencies:

The student will:

1. Cite definitions of disabilities according to IDEA and identify major characteristics of each.  (PSC/NCATE 1, 7; INTASC 1, 2; BOR IIB(1); CEC: CC1K1-8, GC1K1,4,6,8, GC2K3-5)

2. List prereferral and referral procedures for special services and note procedural due process and parental rights.  (PSC/NCATE 1, 7; INTASC 1; BOR IIB(1); CEC: CC1K4-6, GC1K3-5, 8)

3. Demonstrate knowledge of research-based teaching methodologies, strategies, and techniques to meet the diverse needs of students with diverse needs and abilities.  (PSC/NCATE 1, 3; INTASC 3, 4; BOR IIB(1); CEC: CC7K4, CC7S9, GC7S4)

4. Utilize technological advances to meet the needs of individuals with disabilities.  (PSC/NCATE 1, 3; INTASC 3, 4; BOR IIB(1); CEC: CC7K4, CC7S9, GC7S4)

5. Adapt and modify a lesson plan to meet the needs of students with a specific disability and/or multiple abilities; provide additional strategies and activities that may be needed to facilitate maximal achievement.  (PSC/NCATE 7; INTASC 7, 8; BOR IIB(3); CEC: CC7K1-3, CC7S10, 11)

6. Foster acceptance and willingness to teach individuals with disabilities. (PSC/NCATE 1.4; INTASC 1, 5, 10; BOR IIB(3); CEC: GC7K1, 3, CC8S8, CC9K2, CC10S7, 9, CC1S1)

7. Demonstrate proficiency in oral and written communication.  (PSC/NCATE 8; INTASC 9; BOR II; CEC: CC9S7, 8, 9)

COURSE CALENDAR
Other items may be added to the calendar as the semester progresses.
May 19

Introduction


Review syllabus


Law


Continuum of services


Eligibility & placement (including RTI, pyramid of interventions, and IEP)
May 24

Quiz for Chpts 11 & 6


Communication Disorders – Chapter 11


Learning Disabilities – Chapter 6

May 26
Quiz for Chpts 8 & 12


Intellectual Disabilities – Chapter 8 & Chapter 12

May 31

Quiz for Chpts 7 & 9

Emotional Behavioral Disorders – Chapter 7


ADHD – Chapter 9

June 2

Quiz for Chpt 10

Autism – Chapter 10

June 7

Quiz for Chpt 14

Low Incidence Disabilities – Chapter 14

June 9

Quiz for Chpts 13 & 15


Lesson Plan due


Gifted – Chapter 15 
Sensory Impairments – Chapter 13
June 14

Behavior Management – Chapter 5

Classroom management


Assistive Technology


Final Exam
June 16 – Reflection Paper Presentations
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY, CONTRIBUTION TO

CLASS DISCUSSIONS, AND WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

Attendance, punctuality, and active participation in class are considered indicators of your professionalism and dedication.  Students who demonstrate professionalism by participating in class, arriving on time, and attending class meetings should expect to receive a higher course grade than those who do not.  The following scale will be used to calculate your attendance points:  0-1 absences = 5 pts; 2 absences = 3 pts; 3 absences = 1 pts; 4 absences = 0 for attendance and a letter grade deduction from the course grade. More than 4 absences will result in a grade of F for the course.  Arriving more than 30 minutes late and/or leaving early will be counted as an absence.

PLEASE NOTE: I realize that circumstances beyond your control may at times require that you arrive late, leave early, or miss class. Please write, or email, a note to me explaining any such circumstances in case I do not remember verbal explanations. I will not excuse absences, but I will take reasonable conflicts into consideration when calculating final course grades. 

It is your responsibility to keep copies of all handouts and other course materials and document your class performance should questions arise. Copies of missed handouts should be secured from fellow students first since multiple copies of old handouts are not carried to class each day by the instructor. As an alternative, you could talk to me directly about missed handouts and get them after class if possible.
Turning in assignments:

In order to avoid receiving a zero, the instructor must receive assignments by class time on the due date.  If you arrive late on the evening an assignment is due, you will receive a zero for that assignment.  If you must miss class on the night an assignment is due, you may email it as a Word document attachment prior to the start of class with no penalty.  Assignments may also be submitted early.

Please let me know promptly about problems or concerns with assignments or requirements of the course.

Always use Person First language and other appropriate terms as indicated in the APA Manual.  Written assignments will be graded on content and style.  Grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors will be penalized at the rate of 1/3 of a point per error.

Please ask for assistance with writing style if you have questions about these expectations.  Also, you may contact the ASU Writing Center (737-1402) for further help with developing and improving composition skills.

OTHER INFORMATION

Pipeline e-mail and class information access

Students are assigned an e-mail address on Pipeline and are responsible for information posted by e-mail and on class bulletin boards located on the Pipeline system.  Check your e-mail and class postings daily.  You are responsible for any assignments or deadlines sent to you via Pipeline.  Computers and printers are available free of charge in computer labs throughout campus as well as the library and campus Internet cafes for students who do not have access from a home computer.  Informational and tutorial sessions are available for students who are unfamiliar with the Pipeline system.

Department of Educational Leadership, Counseling, and Special Education Website

Students are invited to visit the department website at: http://www.aug.edu/elcse/.  A variety of forms, some interactive, may be downloaded from the website.  There are also newsletters, registration information and announcements which students will find useful.  Most forms are in Adobe Acrobat.  All campus computers have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed and students can download Adobe Acrobat Reader for their home computer at no charge from: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/.

Academic Honesty

Students are expected to read and strictly adhere to the entire Academic Honesty policy found in the Augusta State University Catalog.  In part, the policy reads:

“Academic honesty requires the presentation for evaluation and credit of one’s own work, not the work of others…Plagiarism is the failure to acknowledge indebtedness.  It is always assumed that the written work offered for evaluation and credit is the student’s own unless otherwise acknowledged.  Such acknowledgement should occur whenever one quotes another person’s actual works, whenever one appropriates another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories, even if they are paraphrased, and whenever one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials unless the information is common knowledge.”

ALL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN SPED 4002 ARE EXPECTED TO ABIDE BY ALL ASU RULES AND REGULATIONS CONCERNING ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, INCLUDING ACADEMIC HONESTY, CHEATING, PLAGIARISM, COLLUSION WITH OTHERS TO CHEAT OR PLAGIARIZE, AND SANCTIONS FOR ACADEMIC DISHONESTY.

If there are any questions or concerns about the integrity code, please see the instructor.  Faculty support the code and expect students to do likewise.

Students with disabilities who are registered with the office of Disability Services are invited to schedule an appointment with the instructor to discuss academic accommodations.  Disability Services is located in the Counseling and Testing Center and can be reached at 737-1471.

ASSESSMENT

Grading Key:

1. Attendance & Participation – 10 pts (expected daily)
2. Lesson Plan – 20 pts (due June 9th)
3. Reflection Paper – 20 pts (due June 16th)
4. Quizzes – 20 pts (due daily – 6 quizzes)
5. Final Exam – 30 pts

Total:
100 points

Grade Scale

A:  90-100
B:  80-89
C:  70-79
D:  60-69
F: below 60

A grade of Incomplete for the course will only be given under documented extraordinary circumstances or events not due to a student’s own negligence that prevent completion of specific assignments.  Please consider the requirements specified in the syllabus as you plan your schedule.

Assignments:
Lesson Plan

You will write a complete lesson plan that describes accommodations and/or modifications for students with disabilities. It will also offer acceleration for gifted students. This lesson plan must include standards, an essential questions, an opening, the main activity, a closing, assessment, and accommodations for SPED students (MID, EBD, OHI, and SLD – include ALL FOUR) and gifted students. Please see your rubric for further detail.
SPED 4002 Lab Requirements
FIELD EXPERIENCE ASSIGNMENT:

This course requires 30 hours of direct contact with students who are at-risk or have disabilities. 

Most students will complete this lab assignment in a general education classroom with students who have been classified as having disabilities, or are demonstrating significant problems in learning.  This is consistent with a general systemic trend toward inclusion in most school systems, both locally and nationally.  There may, however, be exceptions to this, which will be determined by discussing the exact nature of the placement with the instructor of this course

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FIELD EXPERIENCE:

The basic concept that defines your field experience for this class is service-learning:

often defined as engaging in activities that will help you to connect what you have learned in the classroom with some form of community service.  Through this experience, you will expand on your knowledge base regarding disabilities, and students with various difficulties in school, as well as the way schools and school personnel work—but you will also be contributing your own talents, skills, knowledge, and abilities to a local school, and most importantly, to the students of that school.  

Thus, you should be active participants, to the greatest extent possible, in the classrooms where you do your field experience.  The teacher of your classroom is the person whose professional judgment will determine the exact nature of your tasks.  Please defer to the teacher, and that teacher’s professional judgment in all matters, at all times. 

Present yourself as a volunteer in the teaching and learning process, and begin by asking the teacher what you can do to assist in this process. When given these opportunities, consider what you have learned about disabilities and special education to ask yourself these questions: What can I do to help?  How can I present this concept or instruction in another way, a better way for this student?  It is important that you attempt to connect your academic knowledge with experience, as you consider whether or not this system that we call “special education” actually works.

Always be positive and upbeat. It is in the nature of special education—and inclusive education—that we embrace working with students who present extraordinary challenges to teachers and school systems.  It is also fairly common for these students to attain successes and achievements that some might not believe possible.  So be positive, and keep your expectations for success high.

Here some possibilities for ways in which you can volunteer your service to students with disabilities in general classrooms:

Tutoring a student in an area of difficulty

Providing one-one assistance with class work

Listening to students read

Assisting students in writing 

Reading to students material which is above their reading level

Checking students for comprehension of previously read material

Teaching a simple skill to individuals or small groups

Supervising independent activities, such as learning centers

Administering simple assignments

Helping students study for tests or quizzes

Helping students check their own work 

Your teacher may ask you to assist in other ways. Be as helpful as you can.  
Ask questions if you don’t understand or need clarification.  Incorporate as many different types of assistance into your lab experiences as are practical for the teacher, the students, and you. This will add to the relevance of your experience. 

You might want to keep a journal record of each activity completed in your field experience, notated by day and date (a journal is not required, however).  The entries should be written as soon as possible after the activity is completed and typically should include:

(1) the type of activity and the reason for assisting this student 

(2) what you did and how the student responded

(3) a sentence indicating if the activity was successful, and if not, what changes might help to make it so.

Journal Entry Example:

Monday, March 5, 2001:

Tutored John R. in  math.  He is unable to recall multiplication facts.  We practiced the 6-8 tables orally, and used some memory techniques to help him remember.  He made some progress on 6’s, but will need more practice on 7’s and 8’s.  We should probably take one set per day rather than combining different tables.  He needs to use concrete prompts for now… He is working hard to succeed in school, and told me he is glad he is “not down in the basement anymore,” referring to his former self-contained/resource room settings.

Have a great learning experience!

REFLECTION PAPER ASSIGNMENT:
The Reflection Paper is a 3-5 page essay in which you will describe:

a)  The type of class (i.e., general education. special education, inclusive, etc.)


b) The age(s) and grade level(s) of the students


c) Number of students and number of adults in the setting


d) Describe the contribution you made to the class while you were there

In addition, you should discuss your fieldwork activities, the ways in which the field experience intersected with information presented in this course, your thoughts and feelings regarding the experience, what you feel you feel you gained from this experience, and what you feel you contributed through this experience. 

Your reflection paper should address all of these concepts stated above, but feel free to add other content.  You will present this paper to the class, and we will discuss in class various approaches for this presentation.  Your reflection paper will be evaluated for adherence to APA style, clarity, grammatical correctness, attention to the important content areas given above, and evidence that you have devoted serious thought and consideration to your experiences with students having difficulties in school.
Quizzes

You will have a weekly quiz that will cover content from the TEXTBOOK. You are to read the chapter the week before it is covered in class. You will then take a quiz over the chapter at the beginning of class BEFORE I cover the material to ensure that you have prepared for the class discussion. These quizzes will be graded on a 20 point scale, then averaged together to count for 20 points of your final grade.

Final Exam
Due to the short number of classes and not taking a midterm, the final exam will be comprehensive. It is mostly multiple choice, with a few true/false and short answer questions.
Lesson Plan Rubric

Listing of standards






_____/2 points
Essential Question






_____/1 point

Opening activity






_____/2 points
Description of activity






_____/2 points
Closing activity






_____/2 points
Assessment







_____/1 point

Accommodations for SPED students (SLD, EBD, MID, OHI)
_____/8 points

Acceleration accommodations for Gifted students


_____/2 points








TOTAL
_____/20 points

Reflection Paper/Research Paper Rubric

	Category
	Points

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization
	Information is very well- organized with well- constructed paragraphs, and information is factual and correct.
	Information is organized with well- constructed paragraphs and information is factual and correct.
	Information is organized but paragraphs are not well-constructed.
	The information appears to be disorganized, and information is not all correct and factual.
	Information is not only disorganized but largely inaccurate.

	Quality of Information
	Information clearly relates to the main topic.  All main topics and guiding questions are covered in sufficient detail.
	Most information clearly relates to the main topic.  Not all main topics and guiding questions are covered in sufficient detail.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic.  No details and/or examples or given.
	Information has little to do with the main topic.
	Information has nothing to do with the main topic.

	Mechanics
	No grammatical, mechanical, spelling or punctuation errors.  APA style followed.
	Almost no grammatical, mechanical, spelling, or punctuation errors.  APA style followed with some errors.
	A few grammatical, spelling, mechanical, or punctuation errors.  APA style not correctly followed.
	Many grammatical, spelling, mechanical, or punctuation errors. APA not correctly followed.
	Too many errors for a college student: unacceptable.


	Sources
	All sources are accurately documented in the desired format (APA).
	All sources are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format (APA).
	All sources are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format (APA).
	Some sources are not accurately documented.
	Too many sources are not documented accurately and there is not a format used.


