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BRIEF PROFESSINAL PROFILE
Dr. Olajide Agunloye is a Nigeria-born US citizen. He earned his B.S. and M.S. degree from University of Ibadan, Nigeria, Africa. He obtained his Specialist Degree in Education Administration & Supervision from University of West Georgia, Georgia, USA, and a doctorate degree in Educational Leadership from University of Georgia, Georgia, USA. He started his career as a research scientist in horticultural research where he rose to the position of a senior scientist, divisional head, and an educator. He led and coordinated the planning, funding, and completion of many originally designed scientific research projects. He has published the results of some his original scientific research works in international peer-reviewed journals (see list of publications in résumé). After a successful career in hard-core research, he worked in the private industry in the industrial chemical sector, as a product research and development officer in both the United Kingdom and the United States. 

His passion for education, science, and research motivated him to continue his career as an educator with Dekalb County School System, State of Georgia, USA (the second largest school district in the state with over 98,000 students). As an educator, both in the classroom and in various school-level leadership roles, he demonstrated his talents as a visionary educational leader who inspires, mentors, and trains other educators. His accomplishments with Dekalb County Schools, qualified him for his appointment to become a district-level Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Fulton County Schools, State of Georgia, USA (the 4th largest school district in the state with of over 75,000 students).

As a Director of Science Curriculum and Instruction, he pioneered, led, coordinated, and supervised the successful writing and implementation of the entire K-12 science curriculum, aligned to the new Georgia Performance Standards, with corresponding benchmark assessments for the school district. He was also a pioneer member of the action committee that established computer-based student achievement management systems to measure students’ progress in all the key areas of the curriculum content descriptors for the school system. Under his leadership, students’ achievement in science showed significant gains among all demographic classifications throughout the school district.  He was also involved in developing and conducting training modules for teachers and school-level administers on research-based best practices and instructional leadership in education (see list of training modules in résumé).  

Dr. Agunloye has an analytical mind and strongly believes in the use of data to guide educational decisions and policies. He won the prestigious David J. Mullen’s Doctoral Dissertation Award, University of Georgia for the quality of his mixed methods (quantitative and qualitative) research on education productivity. He served as a member of Multicultural Committee, National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), 2005. This is the policy arm of the organization that handles issues of diversity, equal educational access, and equity.  He served as a member of the US Department of Education Secretary’s Mathematics & Science Initiative, NCLB, 2003, to review and recommend policies for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education. In 2009, he participated in the National Academy of Education forum on Education in Transition. He is also a certified trainer with Southern Regional Education Board (SREB).  
 His research foci are in educational productivity, educational measurement using multivariate and mixed statistical methods, education finance, school business management, educational policy, school law, and curriculum & instructional leadership. He has published some of his work in education in peer-reviewed journals (see list of publications in résumé). 

Before his appointment as Assistant Professor with Augusta State University, he taught for many years with the University System of Georgia as an adjunct professor. His previous college-level teaching assignments include teaching science and education courses in Clayton State University, Georgia; Georgia Perimeter College, Georgia; and the University of Georgia, Georgia, at both undergraduate and graduate levels.  

Dr. Agunloye brings to the Augusta State University Community a broad-based cross-continental exposure, knowledge, experiences, and skills in cross-cultural relations and understanding. He is a full-time tenure track Assistant Professor of Education Leadership. He teaches Education Law, Education Business Administration, The Principalship, and Organizational Development in Education, Educational Personnel Management, and Competency-based Residency Supervision of Leadership Candidates.

He is happily married with children. His wife, Irene, is a full Professor of Contemporary African Literature and Women Studies; Playwright; a Head of Department, University of Jos, Nigeria; and a Fulbright Visiting Professor, University of California, Los Angeles. 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING PLATFORM 

Research, teaching, and learning are interlocking continuum in the quests for continued growth in the content and context of intellectual arena. Dr. Agunloye is an educator dedicated to the promotion of knowledge and knowledge-transfer through continued effort at exemplary teaching, learning, research, leadership, academia, and moral excellence. He believes that learning occurs in a friendly yet challenging environment of open discussion and exchange of ideas; where research guide pedagogy and both teachers and learners are concurrently imbibing intellectual growth.

He believes that there is strength in diversity and therefore a classroom should be an enriching environment; drawing from diverse experiences and views of everyone. The researcher, teacher, and learner should come to the learning arena with open mind, willingness to listen to each other’s views, opinions, and constructs with a view of making informed contributions critically and intellectually. The researcher, teacher, and learner should (from time to time) play devil’s advocate; viewing unproven thoughts, constructs, and issues with skepticism while maintaining openness to accept validated facts, inferences, and corrections to any misconceptions as further evidences unfold.  

He believes that in an educational environment the context, content, and practice of research, teaching, and learning should be performance and competency-based. It is when an acquired knowledge is extended into real-life experiences and actualizations that such knowledge becomes meaningful and enduring. 

He also believes that education is a democratic process that calls for the constant contribution of all stakeholders in the educational enterprise to ensure shared decision-making for positive, effective, and purposeful outcomes. Finally, he understands that the job of an educator is both obligatory as well as moral. Therefore, he submits to the datum that serving ones way into greatness is the only moral imperative as an educator. 
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