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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This is a survey of the field of school law emphasizing the legal requirements of managing the public school, the legal status of teachers and students, group discrimination law, tort liability, legal controls of school finance, and the issues of religion and public education. Information will be provided concerning federal state and local law, policies, standards, and regulations needed for effective administration of American schools.
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK PRINCIPLES ADDRESSED IN COURSE:
The conceptual framework(s) establishes the shared vision for a unit’s efforts in preparing educators to work effectively in P-12 schools. It provides direction for programs, courses, teaching, candidate performance, scholarship, service, and unit accountability. The conceptual framework(s) is knowledge-based, articulated, shared, coherent, consistent with unit and/or institutional mission, and consistently evaluated (NCATE).
The Department of Educational Leadership, Counseling, and Special Education holds a common set of standards (knowledge, skills and dispositions) in which each candidate prepares to practice as professionals in their disciplines. They will promote the success of all students through becoming:

I.
Learned and Scholarly Professionals who are Knowledgeable-Ethical-Collegial

II.
Democratic Professionals who are Advocates and Meaning Makers

III.
Self-Actualizing Professionals who are Role Models and Change Agents

LEADERSHIP, COUNSELING AND SPECIAL EDUCATION STANDARDS ARE CONGRUENT WITH GEORGIA BOARD OF REGENTS (BOR) STANDARDS, GEORGIA PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMISSION (PSC) STANDARDS, INTERSTATE SCHOOL LEADERS LICENSURE CONSORTIUM (ISLLC) STANDARDS, CACREP STANDARDS, CEC STANDARDS, AND NCATE (ELCC) STANDARDS

Text: 
Alexander, K. and Alexander, M.D. (2005). American Public School Law (6th ed.).


Belmont, CA: Thomson West 

COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:

The Educational Leadership program’s goals and objectives are focused on the knowledge, skills, and dispositions candidates need to lead educational enterprises centered on teaching and learning. To that end, the course content includes three dimensions: (1) Awareness, defined as acquiring concepts, information, definitions, and procedures; (2) Understanding, defined as interpreting knowledge to school environments, integrating concepts with practice, and using knowledge and skills in context; and (3) Capability, defined as applying knowledge and skills to specific problems of practice (ELCC).

The student will…
1.
Relate public education to the American legal system and to the structure and functions of the courts.

2.
Describe legislative control and administrative agencies control of public education.

3.
Cite statutes and cases that provide the legal basis for the construction, use, and disposition of school buildings; regular and special education programs; and student transportation.

4.
Formulate and support a stand on the following religion-public education issues:

a.
excuse of students from school for religious purposes 

b.
school prayer and Bible reading

c.
teaching evolution theory and scientific creation theory

d.
religion related plays/musicals/observances

5.
Describe the tenure laws of Georgia/South Carolina.

6.
Describe the certification process of Georgia/South Carolina.

7.
Identify the function of the Professional Practices Commission.

8.
Cite regulations concerning teacher terminations in the following circumstances:

a.
reduction in force

b.
discontinue position

c.
non-renewal of contract

d.
discharge for cause

9.
Describe teachers' due process rights.

10.
Discuss the collective bargaining situation of teachers in Georgia.

11.
Describe the provisions of student procedural due process. 

12.
List the substantive rights of students.

13.
Cite constitutional and statutory restriction against discrimination.  

14.
Apply current court rulings and statutes to real or simulated student and/or teacher situations involving possible:

a.
racial and ethnic discrimination

b.
sex discrimination

c.
handicapped/gifted discrimination

d.
age discrimination

e.
economic (poverty) discrimination

15.
Describe the general principles of tort law.

16.
Apply current court rulings and statutes to real or simulated situations involving teacher and/or school district tort liability.  

17.
Identify sources of public school revenue.

18.
Describe controls of public school expenditures.

19.       Describe the role of the federal government, the state of governance and the local school              district in the control of American Public Education from the past and the present.

20.       Compare and contrast the authority and responsibility of the R.E.S.A. with the local                      school district in Georgia and with intermediate agencies in other states.

21.       Describe the role of the courts in American education.

22.       Describe, compare, and contrast the roles of the Board of Education, the Superintendent,              School Principal, Central Office Staff, and teachers in the organization and control of                    public schools.

23.       Identify the basic laws, policies and standards relating to the administration of public                     schools in Georgia.

COMPETENCIES:

ELCC Standard 5.0, Georgia PSC Standard 5.0, and ISLLC Standard 5
Candidates who complete the program are educational leaders who have demonstrated the knowledge and ability to promote the success of all students by acting with integrity, fairness, and in a legal and ethical manner based on a knowledge and understanding of Georgia and federal laws, regulations and judicial decisions affecting education in Georgia.
COURSE CONTENT:

Week #1 
Ch. 1, 2, 3 – The Legal System; Historical Perspective of Public Schools; and, Role of the Federal Government (awareness)
Week #2 
Ch. 4, 5 – Governance of Public Schools and Church and State (Please Read) (awareness)
Week #3

Ch. 6, 7, 8, 9 – School Attendance; The Instructional Program; Student Rights:  Speech, expression, Privacy; and, Student Rights:  Common Law, Constitutional Due Process, and Statutory Protections (awareness)
Week #4 Midterm (capability)               
Ch. 10 – Rights of Students with Disabilities
Week #5 (presentations- groups and individual) (understanding, capability)     
Ch. 11, 14, 15 – Tort Liability; Certification, Contracts, and Tenure; Teacher Rights and Freedoms;
Week 6 (presentations continued) (understanding, capability)
Ch.16, 17, 18 Due Process Rights of Teachers; Discrimination in Employment; and, Collective Bargaining

Week #7

Instructor Selected Speakers/Take Home Final Given Out (understanding, capability)
Ch. 12, 13 – Defamation and Student Records; School District Liability

Week #8

Ch. 19, 20, 21 – Desegregation of Public Schools, School Finance, and School Property and Buildings (awareness)
Take Home Final Exam due in my box 

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES:
As a member of a team, locate, discuss, and critique legal issues and concerns related to one of the following: (20%) 
A. Instructional Program

Acceptance of personal beliefs and values

Liberty to Teach and Learn

Offensive terminology

Use of media outside school holdings

Grades earned by students

Homework assignments

Standards required for grade attainment

Sex Education

B.  Freedom of Speech and Expression

First Amendment Rights

Arbitrary or capricious application of rules

Student handbook

Classroom disruption

Dress codes/hair codes

Saluting the Flag

Fourteenth Amendment-School sororities/fraternities

Student pregnancy/marriage

Drugs, tobacco and alcohol

Weapons, and fighting

C. Religious Activities in Public Schools

First Amendment Rights

Teaching of religion

Equal Access Law

Wall of Separation

Prayer and Bible reading

Posting of Ten Commandments

Use of public funds

D. Student Publications

Types of publications

Political issues

Obscenity

Libelous material

Disruption

E. Search and Seizure

Fourth Amendment

Reasonable suspicion

Right of privacy

Dog searches

Liability for illegal search

Consent- “in loco parentis”

Searches of person, lockers, desks, book bags and automobiles

II. For individual presentation, prepare a talk as you would present to new teachers on one of the following topics: (20%)

A. Student Discipline

“In Loco Parentis”

Corporal punishment

Assault and battery

Cruel and unusual punishment

Out-of-school activities

Out of School suspensions (Georgia)

Arresting of students (Georgia)

B.  Education of the Handicapped

Right to attend school

Public Law 94-142

Related Services-Placement

IDEA

B. Sex Discrimination

Athletic teams

Other

C. Civil Liability

Tort

Intentional interference

Negligence, Elements of

Defenses for Negligence

Immunity-Save Harmless

D. Student Records, Defamation and Privacy

Buckley Amendment Act

Posting of Grades and correcting other students’ papers

Defamation

Libel and Slander

Right of Privacy

E. Student Testing

Limitations of the school

Competency tests

Teaching what is tested

F. Terms and Conditions of Teacher Employment

Local Board of Education Policies

State and Federal Laws

Truthfulness on application process

Professional Practices Commission/Standards Commission (Georgia)

Certification and teaching assignments

Contracts

Tenure

Reduction-in-Force

Grievance Procedures

H.  Employment Discrimination

Sex, age, race

Equal Pay Act

Handicapped

 I.  Constitutional Rights of Teachers

Privilege doctrine

Freedom of Speech and Expression

Personal appearance

Right of Privacy

Freedom of religion

Teaching the curriculum

J.  Dismissal

Liberty and Property interests

Stigmatizing Reasons

Incompetence, Insubordination and Neglect of Duty

Burden of Proof for non-tenured teachers

Immorality issues-moral turpitude

Heterosexual, homosexual conduct with students and non-students

Tran sexuality
Public Lewdness

Felony-misdemeanor

Drugs

Procedural Due Process

III.
Midterm and Reflective Writings

IV.
Final Exam (20%)

V. Professional Development Portfolio (Briefs) (20%)
Assignments’ Alignment with Standards

ELCC
5.0


Georgia PSC
5.0
 
ISLLC 5

5.3 a



5.1 a-f



K5.4




5.2 a-c, f-i


D5.1-5.3, 5.6








P5.3-5.5, 5.13

Academic Honesty 

Students are expected to read and strictly adhere to the entire Academic Honesty policy found on page 60 of the 2006-2007 Augusta State University Catalog. In part, the policy reads:

“Academic honesty requires the presentation for evaluation and credit of one’s own work, not the work of others…Plagiarism is the failure to acknowledge indebtedness.  It is always assumed that the written work offered for evaluation and credit is the student’s own unless otherwise acknowledged.  Such acknowledgement should occur whenever one quotes another person’s actual works, whenever one appropriates another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories, even if they are paraphrased, and whenever one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials unless the information is common knowledge.”

Pipeline Accounts

Students are encouraged to check their Pipeline accounts daily.  Students are responsible for any assignments or deadlines sent to them via Pipeline.  If you have trouble accessing your Pipeline account, you should contact Information Technology Services at 737-1676.  Computers and printers are available free of charge in computer labs throughout campus as well as the library and campus internet cafes for students who do not have access from a home computer.

Educational Leadership, Counseling, and Special Education Website

Students are invited to visit the departmental website at: http://www.aug.edu/clinical. A variety of forms, some interactive, may be downloaded from the website.  There are also newsletters, registration information and announcements which students will find useful.  Most forms are in Adobe Acrobat.  All campus computers have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed and students can download Adobe Acrobat Reader for their home computer at no charge from:  http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/
Cell Phone & Pager Policy

Students are asked to mute or turn off cell phones and/or pagers during class time. Violations will be addressed on an individual basis.
Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who are registered with the Office of Disability Services should schedule an appointment with the instructor before the third week of class to discuss academic accommodations. If the student does not 

initiate this meeting, it is assumed no special accommodations or modifications will be necessary to meet the requirements of this course. You may make an appointment by calling the Counseling and Testing Center (706) 737-1471 or visit their office located in the Quadrangle, next to Fanning Hall (Business Office).

Please let me know promptly about problems or concerns with assignments or requirements of the course.
Contact information for Ronald J. Wiggins Ed.D.

Phone at home:  855-0950
Cell: 833-7595
Principal at Sego Middle School, 796-4944
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Legal Links and Resources for ASU, School Law

Compiled by Veta P. New, Ph.D. – for Spring, 2007

1.  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/help/constRedir.html (Constitution, Library of Congress)

2.
http://www.nolo.com/statute/index.cfm#role
3.
http://www.findlaw.com/casecode/supreme.html
4.  

http://dictionary.law.com/default2.asp?typed=Plaintiff&type=1&submit1.x=58&submit1.y=20
5.

http://www.schoolzone.co.uk/resources/articles/Career/Legal_Issues/index.asp
6. http://asbointl.org/asbo/files/ccLibraryFiles/FILENAME/000000001079/ASBO_Key_Legal_Issues_Excerpt.pdf (Key Legal Issues for Schools compiled in partnership with Association of School Business Officials International)

7.
http://www.naesp.org/ContentLoad.do?contentId=934  (Elementary School Principals)

8.

http://education.zdnet.com/?cat=32 (Internet and children, i.e. MySpace)

9.

http://eric.uoregon.edu/trends_issues/choice/selected_abstracts_vouchers/legal_issues.html  (school choice, vouchers)

10. 

Legal Issues and Education Technology:  A School Leader’s Guide, 2nd Edition

National School Boards’ Association©  
1680 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: (703) 838-6722   Fax: (703) 683-7590   E-mail: info@nsba.org
11.

http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Government_Relations_and_Public_Policy (general)
12.

(Amazon.com)

Legal Notes for Education [MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION] 
Description 
Legal Notes for Education is a monthly newsletter designed to help readers build policies and procedures that comply with rapidly changing education law. It provides summaries of relevant education law cases nationwide that cover topics such as discipline, liability in accidents, injury and death, and employee issues such as abuse, tenure and termination, student rights, integration, and more. 

13.
Amazon.com
James E. Ysseldyke, Bob Algozzine.  The Legal Foundations of Special Education.  Corwin Press (March 21, 2006) 
ISBN-10: 1412939429 

ISBN-13: 978-1412939423 

14.

Amazon.com

Susan D. Looney.  Education and the Legal System: A Guide to Understanding the Law.  Prentice Hall; 1st edition (November 21, 2003) 
ISBN-10: 0130915505 

ISBN-13: 978-0130915504 
15.
, Louis J. Sirico

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/s/103-8306443-7095030?ie=UTF8&index=books&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank&field-author-exact=Schultz%2C%20Nancy%20Lusignan" Nancy Lusignan Schultz, Louis J. Sirico Top of Form

Legal Research (Casenote Legal Education Series) (Paperback) 
by Nancy Lusignan Schultz, Louis J. Sirico
Publisher: Aspen Publishers; 1st ed. edition (June 2003) 

Language: English 

ISBN-10: 0874572150 
ISBN-13: 978-0874572155 
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