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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to explore some of the major theories of learning and teaching. Students will examine their own learning process(es) and use it as a basis for exploring the learning processes of others.  This course will also serve as a foundation for better understanding how to enhance the learning of all students across a variety of educational settings and contexts. There will be a 15 hour field component to this course.  You can not pass this course without it.

TEXTBOOK:
Woolfolk, Anita, Educational Psychology 
Supplemental Materials: Will be added to the existing text

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK PRINCIPLES:

The conceptual framework(s) establishes the shared vision for a unit’s efforts in preparing educators to work effectively in P-12 schools.  It provides direction for programs, courses, teaching, candidate performance, scholarship, service, and unit accountability.  The conceptual framework(s) is knowledge-based, articulated, shared, coherent, consistent with the unit and/or institutional mission, and continuously evaluated.  (NCATE)

The Educational Leadership, Counseling and Special Education department holds a common set of standards (knowledge, skills and dispositions) in which each candidate prepares to practice as professionals in their disciplines.  They will promote the success of all students through becoming:

I.
Learned and Scholarly Professionals who are Knowledgeable-Ethical-Collegial

II.
Democratic Professionals who are Advocates and Meaning Makers

III.
Self-Actualizing Professionals who are Role Models and Changes Agents

Course Objectives:

Students will be able to:

A. Demonstrate knowledge of the life span and development perspective, and of the leading theorists of that perspective: (Evaluation; discussion, writing assignments,

required readings, and examinations

B. Demonstrate knowledge of general principles of physical, intellectual cognitive, emotional and social growth. (Evaluation; discussion, writing assignments, exams, required readings.)

C. Describe the way in which hereditary and environmental factors impact the individual’s socio-emotional, cognitive and physical development. (Evaluation; Field observations reports, class projects, exams)

D. Discuss the growing diversity in the classroom and in our society and the impact

on schools. (Evaluation, assigned readings, discussions, exams.)

E. Work effectively with students, professional educators and members of community. (Evaluation: Field observation reports)

F. Postulate background causes of an individual’s behavior in terms of the different Developmental theories. (Evaluation: Field observation reports, class projects, examinations)

G. Discuss Communication skills for developing awareness of self and others. (Evaluation, formal and informal discussions)

Course Content:

A. Understand humans as cultural beings and identify elements of culture
B. Examine the development of culturally influenced cognition, interaction styles, 
language and communication.

C. Examine the socio-cultural contexts of families and communities.

D. Instruction on participant observation

E. Examine culturally responsive pedagogies.

F. Explore the effects of policy and practice on culture, race, social class, persons with disabilities, gender, sexual orientation, and other categories of diversity.

G. Equity in education: testing, tracking, disciplinary policies, and special education placement.

H. History of prejudice, discrimination and racism in U.S. and their current educational implications.

I. Cultural diversity and its influence on teaching and learning.

Grading Break Down:

Class participation………………………….10%

Student Research paper……………….….20%     Due___________
In-class Writing Assignments………..……10%

Midterm Exam..……………………………..15%

Homework………………………………….. 10%

Labs…….……………………………………10%

Quiz…….…………………………………..….5%

Final Exam….……………………………….20%

Grading Scale:

93-100…………A

85-92..…………B

77-84…………..C

70-76…………..D

69 and below failure

Note: I reserve the right to change scheduled activities without advanced notice!
Schedule of Activities

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES, ASSIGNMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Week One 

Orientation/Things To Focus On



Chapter One: the Context of the Classroom

Week Two
Chapter Two: Cognitive Development (Multiple Perspectives)

APA Workshop – Dr. Charles Jackson

Library Tour 
Week Three
Piaget/Vygotsky Video 1516 (Quiz)
Week Four

Personal, Emotional and Social Development



(Moral Development/Lawrence Kolhberg)

Week Five

Personal, Emotional and Social Development (Continued)
Guest Lecturer – Dr. Charles Jackson - Abecedarian Project

Week Six

IQ (Introduction) Video (IQ Myth) B.I.T.C.H. 
Week Seven
Multiple Intelligence (MI Survey)
Week Eight
Midterm/Multicultural Classrooms
Week Nine

Multiculturalism (Continued)
Week Ten

Cognitivism
Week Eleven
Cognitivism (Continued)
Week Twelve
Social Cognitive Theories
Week Thirteen
Standardized Testing

Week Fourteen
Motivation
Week Fifteen
Classroom Management
Week Sixteen 
Summary/Review/Pulling It All Together
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RESEARCH PAPER GUIDELINES
1. The research paper is not an essay!  It is not written in the first person (but in the third person).  It should have at least 5 full pages of text.  This does not include the title page (with a running head), the abstract or the bibliography.  Your research paper must be written using the American Psychological Association (APA) style.

2. Your manuscript must be edited! Do not submit a manuscript full of surface errors.  It must be signed by the person that did the proofing for you.  Note: Select someone with decent writing skills!!!  I would suggest the Writing Center (as a viable option).

3. You must have at least 3 scholarly sources (professional journals, books, dissertations or acceptable websites).  Popular magazines, Wikipedia and dictionaries are unacceptable! 
Grading Rubric for Research Paper

Mechanics and Content: Numbers one through ten will be scored from 1—9 points.  Number eleven will be scored from 1—10.

1.______Abstract

2. ______Organization of Content

3.______Spelling/Sentence Structure

4.______Support of Content

5.______Citation/Quotes (Correctly Cited)

6.______Bibliography (Reference Section)

7.______Adequate Length

8.______Fluency/Logical Flow 

9.______Coherence/Overall Readability

10.______Proofing Signature (It must be evident)

11.______Synthesis of all elements listed above (Evidence of an outstanding effort)

RESEARCH PAPER: 

The purpose of this exercise is to help you develop skills in the areas of research and writing.  Given the nature of education here at Augusta State University, it is critical that you be capable of carrying out research, especially research that is technology driven.  The research paper will be based on an approved topic of study in the “broad field” of Human Growth/Development and Learning Theory).  The lower limits of the research paper will consist of 1) an abstract (detailing the content of your paper), 2) no less than five (5) pages typed and double spaced, and 3) a bibliography (reference section) that includes at least three (3) scholarly sources.  The research paper must follow the American Psychological Association writing style.  Below are the approved topics suitable for your research.

A. Behavior Modification


J. Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS)

B. Learning Disabilities


K. Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS)

C. Attention Deficit Disorder

L. Learning Theories

D. IQ Tests/Standardized Tests

N. Hierarchy of Needs (Maslow)

E. Intelligence



O. Anxieties (e.g., Math)

F. Social Class/Student Performance
P. Gender Issues

G. Creativity and/or Giftedness

Q. Phobias (e.g., School)

H. Language Acquisition

R. Exceptionalities







1. Physical







2. Social/Emotional







3. Intellectual

S. Reading Disorders

Format for Research Paper:

I. Abstract (One paragraph describing the content of paper)

II. History of Topic (Review of relevant literature)

A. Significant Individuals in the field



1. what they believe



2. what they have written (about the topic)



3. Significant Events/Activities/Discoveries/Research 


B. Current Beliefs in the field

III. Significance to Counseling/Teaching/Learning Process


A. Pertinent Theories


B. Intervention/Prevention 



1. individual



2. family


C. Impact on Teaching/Learning Process

IV. Impact on Society


A. School?


B. Employment?


C. Government (local, state and federal, i.e., what are they required to do)?

V. Implications for the Future


A. Suggested Research and/or Treatment Directions


B. Suggested Therapy Directions

VI. Conclusion (Summary)

VII. Bibliography (Reference Section)
