EDUC 6273- Curriculum and Program Design for Developing Talents

“TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN, MUCH IS REQUIRED”

Professor:  Dr. Paulette P. Harris, (706) 729-2045, pharris@aug.edu, office UH #309

Directed study with Web Enhancements and Individual/Group Conferencing

Course Description:  An investigation of administrative gifted program delivery designs, conceptual programs and approaches to providing qualitatively differentiated curricula for the gifted learner.

Required Texts:

1. Van Tassel-Baska, J. & Stambaugh, T.  (2006).  Comprehensive curriculum for gifted learners.  Boston; Pearson.

Pipeline e-mail and Class Information Access:

ASU students are assigned an e-mail address on Pipeline and are responsible for information posted by e-mail and on class bulletin boards located on the Pipeline system.  Check your e-mail and class postings regularly.  Information updates will be posted there.  Informational and tutorial sessions are available for students who are unfamiliar with the Pipeline system.

Course Objectives and Related Activities: 
PORTFOLIO-PAPER/PROJECT BASED LEARNING---By the end of this course prospective teacher of the gifted and talented should develop a hardcopy portfolio (in spiral notebook) with accompanying CD tat addresses in essay form all of the components listed below.  Focus is on examining, developing and evaluating a variety of curricula appropriate for gifted and talented students, identifying and analyzing gifted program and delivery models, and becoming familiar with, planning and using strategies appropriate for meeting the needs of gifted and talented learners.
In order to write a formal paper with documented project based learning, it will be necessary to:

*Read and apply materials found in each of the two assigned texts as examples of primary resources for your formal paper.  Supplement with secondary resources from related web-enhanced sources.  You may also use other references including those cited in the   traditional bibliography of this course syllabus.

All papers should be typed, double spaced with 12-point font and 1" margins using APA guidelines.  Reference to journals, books, and websites should be cited in APA format at the end of each report in a Reference section.  If you are unfamiliar with APA, see the Publication manual in the library or purchase such in the ASU Bookstore.  You may also check out the APA Website, http://www.apastyle.org.

E-mail professor (pharris@aug.edu) weekly with updates on portfolio as to paper and project based learning activities.

Written papers will be graded on content and style.  Grammatical and spelling errors will be penalized.  See attached rubric.

At the end of this course, teachers of the gifted and talented should include in their portfolios for this course sections that allow them to compose a stated examination of curricula appropriate for gifted and talented students including the examination of gifted program delivery models and strategies appropriate for providing qualitatively differentiated curriculum for the gifted learner that includes each of the following components:

1. Review of traditional and virtual cyber school curricula especially for gifted learners.

2. Examination of the William and Mary Observation Scale.

3. Identification of models of coordinating gifted instruction with that of general education classroom instruction:  Enrichment Triad Model, Schoolwide Enrichment Model, Autonomous Learner model, Pull Out Models, etc.

4. Explanation of the principles of curriculum differentiation for the gifted.

5. Description of procedures currently in use to determine the overall effectiveness of current gifted education programs.

6. Explanation of curricular patterns which include modification of curriculum content as to subject or skill, core, interests, process, experiential bases of operation and designs of the learning environment.

7. Tie of creativity (re:  E. Paul Torrence) to the curriculum needs of the gifted.

8. Review of pros/cons of acceleration, cluster grouping, home schooling, magnet schools, and residential academies.

9. Description of NAGC Parallel Curriculum.

10. Explanation of differentiated curriculum, curriculum compacting, tiered lessons, and resident experts.

11. Discussion of J.P. Guildford Model of the Intellect.

12. Comparison of competitions, contests, challenges and summer programs for the gifted.

13. Use of technology by the gifted learner.

14. Advantages of mentors, field experiences, and community resources with the gifted.

15. Discussion of the Paideia Classroom.

16. Definition of Renzulli’s 5 dimensions.

Project Based Learning Activity:

1. Interview a general education teacher and a teacher of the gifted (real or virtual).

2. Ask how they synchronize gifted education with the general education curriculum.  If they say they do not do so, please ask why they do not.

3. Ask each to respond to the following quote from Felix E. Schelling, "Pedagogically Speaking", 1929. Ask if they believe that we have made great strides in the education of the gifted?  Why or why not?

"True education makes for inequality;
the inequality of individuality,

the inequality of success;

the glorious inequality of talent, of genius;

for inequality, not mediocrity,

individual superiority, not standardization

is the measure of the progress of the world.”

4. Ask each to note the impact they feel that the following concepts have on giftedness?

· Perfectionist

· Underachievement

· Stress

· Gender related issues

· Motivation

· Visual/spatial learners

· Gifted with ADD/ADHD

· Profoundly gifted 

· Gifted students with Learning Disabilities

· Gifted Students with Asperser’s syndrome

· Gifted students who are culturally and ethnically diverse, linguistically different, and economically challenged

· High Intellectual-Low Creativity

· Low Intellectual-High Creativity

Reminders:

1. Meet with professor at least 3 times.

2. Conduct on-line discussions via the internet with teachers and parents of the gifted.

3. Use APA (5th ed.) guidelines for citing references.

4. Supplement required texts wit selected web-enhanced resources.

5. Project Based learning is required.

6. Late work, if accepted at all, will be severely penalized.
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Gifted Organizations:

Ex.:  Georgia Association for Gifted children (GAGC)


Journals:

Gifted Child Quarterly

Gifted Child Today Magazine

Gifted Education Review

Journal for the Education of the gifted

Roeper Review

