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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course examines research-based methods of assessing, diagnosing, and prescribing appropriate strategies based on identified literacy needs.  Special attention will be given to selecting and using literacy-based intervention tools with students who experience literacy problems.   

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK PRINCIPLES ADDRESSED IN COURSE:

The conceptual framework establishes the shared vision for a unit’s efforts in preparing educators to work effectively in P-12 schools. It provides direction for programs, courses, teaching, candidate performance, scholarship, service, and unit accountability. The conceptual framework is knowledge-based, articulated, shared, coherent, consistent with the unit and or institutional mission, and continuously evaluated.

Clinical and Professional Studies’ standards are congruent with National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) , Professional Standard Commission (PSC), Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC), Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) and Board of Regents (BOR) standards.

The Department of Clinical & Professional Studies holds a common set of standards (knowledge, skills, and dispositions) in which each candidate prepares to practice as professionals in their disciplines. They will promote the success of all students through becoming

I.
Learned and Scholarly Professionals who are Knowledgeable, Ethical, and Collegial

II.
Democratic Professionals who are Advocates and Meaning Makers

III.
Self-Actualizing Professionals who are Role Models and Change Agents Who:

1.
Understand how students learn and develop and be able to provide developmentally appropriate learning opportunities that support their intellectual, social, and personal development.

2.
Understand how students differ in their approaches to learning and is able to create instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.

3.
Understand and use a variety of instructional strategies to encourage the learner’s development of critical and creative thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.

4.
Plan instruction based on knowledge of subject matter, the learners, the community, and curriculum goals.

5.
Are reflective practitioners who continually evaluate the effects of choices and actions on others (students, parents, and other professionals in the learning community) and actively seek the opportunity to grow professionally.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:


Upon successful completion of this course, students will meet a common core of knowledge and skills essential for special educators to recognize the following competencies in research-based methodologies, teaching techniques, and learning strategies utilized to instruct individuals with learning disabilities effectively, noting different learning styles and adapting teaching and learning materials to these styles:

The student will:
1)
diagnose students’ literacy strengths and needs.  (PSC/NCATE-1, 7, INTASC-2, BOR II B1-6, CEC-GC7K4)
2)
plan, implement and evaluate literacy lessons using GA OCC based on diagnosed strengths/needs.  (PSC/NCATE-1, 7, INTASC-4, BOR II B1-6, CEC-CC 7510) 
3)
select,  administer, and interpret interest/experience inventories and informal reading inventories.  (PSC/NRATE-1,7, INTASC-8, BOR II B1-6, CEC-CC 852, CC 855)
4)
plan appropriate corrective procedures based on miscue analyses.  (PSC/NCATE-1,7, BOR II B1-6, CEC-CC 7511)
5)
evaluate early literacy intervention programs.  (PSC/NCATE-1,7, INTASC-4, BOR II B1-6, CEC-GC 651)
6)
collaborate with and deliver literacy services through a multidisciplinary approach.  (PSC/NCATE-7, INTASC-4, BOR II B1-6, CEC-CC 859)
7)
Using emerging technologies to enhance literacy diagnosis.  (PSC/NCATE-1,7, INTASC-6, BOR II B1-6, CEC-GC 655)

PIPELINE E-MAIL AND CLASS INFORMATION ACCESS

Students are assigned an email address on Pipeline and are responsible for information posted by e-mail and on class bulletin boards located on the Pipeline system.   Check your email and class postings regularly.  Information updates will be posted there.  Information and tutorial sessions are available for students unfamiliar with the Pipeline system.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance and Punctuality

Please attend class regularly and punctually.

Contribution to Class Discussions

Be prepared by reading the assigned material and being able to raise and respond to questions about each assigned topic.  The quality of your participation in class discussions and activities will be assessed throughout the semester.

Written assignments

In order to receive a passing grade, all assignments must be completed and to the professor as due. To avoid a late penalty, the instructor must receive assignments by 4:30 on the date due.
Unless otherwise specified, all papers should be typed, double spaced, with 12 point font and 1” margins, using APA format at the end of each report in a Reference section.  If you are not familiar with APA, see the Publication Manual in the Library or check out the website, http://www.apastyle.org
Always use Person First language and other appropriate terms as indicated in the APA Manual.  Written assignments are graded on content and style.  Grammatical and spelling errors will be result in points deducted.

Please ask for assistance with writing style of you have question about these expectations.  Also, you may contact the ASU Writing Center (737-1402) is for further help with developing and improving composition skills.
COURSE OUTLINE:

Week 1:
Introduction, overview

Week 2:
Roots of Reading Problems

Week 3:
Diagnostic Procedures

Week 4:
Literacy Test Interpretation 

Week 5:
Classroom Diagnosis

Lab Week 6:
Clinic Diagnosis

Week 7:
Literacy Prescriptions

Week 8:
Useful Assessment of Reading and Writing Problems

Lab Week 9:
Modifying Reading/Writing Instruction

Lab Week 10:
Observations & Interviews

Lab Week 11:
Running Records 

Lab Week 12:
Analyzing Miscues for Strategies

Week 13:
Equitable Assessment

Week 14:
Factors Beyond the Student and the School

Week 15:
Summary, Evaluation

FIELD EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS:

Students will spend a minimum of 30 hours per semester in field experiences.  Field experiences will include diagnosing students’ literacy-related strengths/needs incorporating interest inventories, experience inventories, concepts About Print Test, informal reading inventories, prescribing (tutoring), retesting.

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES:
Successful completion of field experiences (10%), administering informal reading inventories (10%), Concepts About Print Test (10%), tutoring (P-12) (10%), retesting (10%), discussion (10%), writing reflecteve papers (10%), writing and implementing lesson plans (10%), midterm exam (10%), final exam (10%).  

GRADING:
A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F ( 59%

A grade of Incomplete for the course will only be given under documented extraordinary circumstances or events not due to a student’s own negligence that prevent completion if specific assignments.  Please consider the requirements specified in the syllabus as you plan your schedule.

Students with disabilities who registered with the office of Disability Services are invited to schedule an appointment with the instructor to discuss academic accommodations. Disability Services is located temporarily in the Counseling and Testing Center in Bellevue Hall (737-1471).

Reference web sites for additional helpful links:

http://www.chadd.org
http://www.interdys.org

http://www.Idresources.com

http://www.ideapractives.com
http://Idonline.org

http://doe.k12.ga.us

http://www.cec.sped.org
Academic Honesty 

Students are expected to read and strictly adhere to the entire Academic Honesty policy found on page 62 of the 2003-2004 Augusta State University Catalog.  In part, the policy reads:

“Academic honesty requires the presentation for evaluation and credit of one’s own work, not the work of others…Plagiarism is the failure to acknowledge indebtedness.  It is always assumed that the written work offered for evaluation and credit is the student’s own unless otherwise acknowledged.  Such acknowledgement should occur whenever one quotes another person’s actual works, whenever one appropriates another person’s ideas, opinions, or theories, even if they are paraphrased, and whenever one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials unless the information is common knowledge.”

Pipeline Accounts

Students are encouraged to check their Pipeline accounts daily.  Students are responsible for any assignments or deadlines sent to them via Pipeline.  If you have trouble accessing your Pipeline account, you should contact Information Technology Services at 737-1676.  Computers and printers are available free of charge in computer labs throughout campus as well as the library and campus internet cafes for students who do not have access from a home computer.

Clinical & Professional Studies’ Website

Students are invited to visit the departmental website at: http://www.aug.edu/clinical  A variety of forms, some interactive, may be downloaded from the website.  There are also newsletters, registration information and announcements which students will find useful.  Most forms are in Adobe Acrobat.  All campus computers have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed and students can download Adobe Acrobat Reader for their home computer at no charge from:  http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/

Cell Phone & Pager Policy

Students are asked to mute or turn off cell phones and/or pagers during class time. Violations will be addressed on an individual basis.
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