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Change to F1 Status

Who can request a Change of Status?

Non-immigrants in the United States who have maintained lawful status may apply to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) for a change of non-immigrant status if their primary purpose for being in the United States changes.  You must have a valid I-94 and passport, if passport is required.

Application Procedure 

Please make an appointment with ISS by calling 737-1411.  With the advisor’s assistance, you will mail the following documents to USCIS:
· Completed Form I-539  (Change of Status Application)
· I-20 (issued by the Admissions Office)
· Proof of financial support for the first year of studies and for any dependents in the U.S.  (Must include at least 3 months of bank statements, if used)
· Copy of  I-94 (front and back of card)
· Proof of current legal status (if on dependent visa, photocopies of primary visa holder’s legal status) such as (a) I-94; and (b) I-797, DS-2019, or I-20
· Photocopies of I-94’s (front and back) for any dependents who will be changing status with you
· Check or money order payable to DHS for $200
· Receipt for $100 SEVIS fee – payable by credit card at www.fmjfee.com
Notes of caution:
· If you are in a status in which you are not eligible to work or attend school (i.e. F-2), you may not be employed or attend school until you receive notice from the USCIS that your status has been officially changed.  This process can take from one to three months, so it is essential to apply for the change of status as soon as possible.
· If you are in the U.S. on a B-1/B-2 visitor’s visa you cannot change to F-1 within the United States.  You must leave and re-enter the US to obtain F-1 status.
· A person who has changed while in the U.S., and intends to travel outside the U.S., must obtain a new entry visa from a U.S. consulate or embassy before returning to the United States.

The student will be responsible for submitting the application to the USCIS at the following address:

USCIS TSC

P.O. Box 851182

Mesquite, TX 75185-1182
