ECED 3212: Literacy I (Basic Literacy Instruction)

Instructor:  Sherry Riner
Office:  
 737-1496

sriner@aug.edu or sriner@ccboe.net
Office Hours: TBA

Texts: Early Childhood and Elementary Literacy: 05-06 McGraw Hill
Live Text (Live Text is a requirement for this course.)
Course Description: This course is designed to help beginning early childhood teachers learn how to teach and assess reading, writing, oral language development, and listening in their classrooms.  It will focus on the best practice supported by research in these fields and will emphasize how the teacher can set up classrooms that foster literacy learning for students aged 5-12.  This class is highly field based and will require students to implement many of the strategies taught in class.
Conceptual Framework: Understanding for Teaching, Teaching for Understanding
Augusta State University consists of a mission and vision with an overarching theme to produce prepared, able and responsive professionals to teach and support diverse learners. 
College of Education Conceptual Framework Principals Addressed:

Students will:

1. understand the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) and be able to create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for learners.

2. understand how students learn and develop and be able to provide developmentally appropriate learning opportunities that support their intellectual, social, and personal development.

3. understand how students differ in their approaches to learning and be able to create instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.

4. understand and use a variety of instructional strategies to encourage the learner’s development of critical and creative thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.

8. understand and use authentic assessment to evaluate and ensure the continuous   intellectual, social, and physical development of the learner.
Specific Course Objectives: ECED 3212

As a result of participating in this course, students will 
1. compare and contrast the top down, bottom up, and interactive theories of reading.

2. name, define and teach needs-based lessons for research based decoding skills to children.

3. name, define, plan, and implement needs-based reading instruction in all areas, with attention in planning to the pupil’s cognitive development, environment, and culture as well as the necessary steps for direct instruction and basic skills and comprehension (including teacher modeling).

4. describe and use a variety of materials (including technology) and strategies for teaching reading and writing across the curriculum.

5. compare and contrast and/use the basal, language experience, individualized reading, and computer-assisted approaches to teaching an integrated curriculum with thematic units, including readers’ workshop and literature response groups for children.

6. implement directed reading activities in thematic units for integrated language arts instruction, with particular attention to prior knowledge development and advance organizers.

7. critically examine and evaluate for instruction children’s pre/adolescent books by using selection aids, Internet journals, etc.

8. organize and use readers’ and writers’ workshop with students in field experience.

9. teach students to use all stages of the writing process, including prioritizing, drafting, revising (conferences, peer editing, etc.) and publication (letters, bulletin boards, books and booklets, newspaper/magazine submission, etc.) as part of an integrated language arts curriculum.

10. be able to select and teach appropriate forms of writing to different levels of students (narrative and writing with and without dialogue, persuasive essays, descriptive writing, explanatory writing, cause/effect and comparison/contrast explanations, etc.); and explain in writing the definitions of grammar and usage and the related research base for teaching these areas.

11. design a proactive classroom management plan for language arts instruction.

Course Requirements
1. Attendance and Participation: You are expected to attend all class sessions. 
2. Readings:  Please complete the scheduled readings before you come to class.  Each class period assigned students will be responsible for leading part of the discussion on the required reading.  

3. Phonics Exam: The College of Education requires that you pass with 80% accuracy a test of phonic knowledge.  You must pass this test to pass this class; however, your score on this test will not affect your grade in any other way.  You may retake the test if necessary.  You must pass the exam by mid-term.
4. Add to your literacy resource file for teaching literacy related lessons in grades K-5.  Add sections to your literacy file based on the National Reading Panel’s scientifically based research recommendations (SBRR) Phonemic Awareness, Phonics Instruction, Vocabulary, Comprehension, and Fluency.  Your literacy file will be checked to assure that you have added these dimensions and included supporting artifacts. You should have at least one journal article and several teaching strategies for each dimension. You should have at least one teacher created activity per dimension.  P1, P3, P4, A1, A4

5. There will be a mid-term and comprehensive final.  P1

6. Partner Presentation: You will be assigned a topic and work with your assigned partner to prepare a 30 minute class presentation.  You will be required to provide a handout to support your presentation for each member of the class.   The group presentation will be evaluated by a rubric created by the class.   A1
7. Lab Assignments: You will be completing lab experience.  You can not pass this class if you do not pass the lab assignments. P1, P3, P4, A1, A4
 8.  Literacy Lesson Presentation - Demonstrate one literacy lesson strategy.  A handout with a 

             detailed explanation of the strategy and/or patterns should be provided for each 

             member of the class.  These handouts should be added to the literacy resource  

             file.  Worth 25 points.  
        9.  Electronic Portfolio: At least one sample lesson plan will be added to the student’s 

             Electronic portfolio (Live Text) P5, A1, A3, R2  
International Reading Association Standards Addressed

IRA Standard 1. Foundational Knowledge and Dispositions

1.1Knowledge of psychological, sociological, linguistic, and anthropological foundations of reading and writing processes and instruction 
1.3Knowledge of language development and reading acquisition and the variations related to culture and linguistic diversity

1.4Knowledge of major components of reading  (phonemic awareness, word identification, and phonics, vocabulary and background knowledge, fluency, comprehension strategies, and motivation) and how they are integrated in fluent reading

1.5Display dispositions related to reading and the teaching of reading

IRA Standard 4. Candidates integrate knowledge and dispositions of instructional practices, curricular materials, assessment and evaluation to create a literate environment that fosters both reading and writing. 

4.1Use students’ interests and backgrounds as foundations for reading and writing programs

4.4Motivate learners to be life-long readers

IRA Standard 5. Candidates view professional development as a career long effort and responsibility.

5.1Continue to pursue the development of professional knowledge and dispositions 

Association of Early Childhood Education International Standards Addressed
ACEI Standard 1. Development, learning and motivation – candidates know, understand, and use the major concepts, principles, theories, and research related to development of children and young adolescents to construct learning opportunities that support individual students’ development, acquisition of knowledge, and motivation.

ACEI Standard 2.1 Curriculum – English language arts- Candidates demonstrate a high level of competence in the use of the English language arts and they know, understand and use concepts from reading language and child development, to teach reading, writing, speaking, viewing, listening, and thinking skills and to help students successfully apply their developing skills to many different situations, materials and ideas.
ACEI Standard 3.1 Instruction – Integrating and applying knowledge for instruction – Candidates plan and implement instruction based on knowledge of students, learning theory, subject matter, curricular goals and community.

ACEI Standard 4 Assessment – Candidates know, understand, and use formal and informal assessment strategies to plan, evaluate, and strengthen instruction that will promote continuous intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development of each elementary Student.
Lab Requirements for ECED 3212

The following assignments may be fulfilled with the whole class or a small group of students.

1. Plan, teach, and evaluate one lesson from the county adopted reading/language arts series (spelling, reading, writing, etc.)  

2. Plan, teach, and evaluate one grade level appropriate Language Experience Activity 

Whole class preferred.

3. Plan, teach, and evaluate one DRTA using a fictional trade book.  Determine the readability level of the fictional trade book used for the DRTA.  Small group recommended.

Attach the completed reflection to the completed lesson plan.  The reflection should address your impact on student learning.  Use the impact on student learning rubric as a guide to inform your reflection. Use the impacting student learning rubric as guide. Please post these to Live Text and provide a hard copy to your instructor. Keep a journal of your experiences as you move through planning, implementing and assessing process.
Course Policies

Attendance and punctuality are required except for in extreme emergencies. Children are not allowed to attend class. Please make necessary arrangements.

All assignments are due as you enter class.  Please type all assignments professionally (correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc.)  Use APA style for references as needed.

Late assignments will be penalized 10 points per day.  They will be penalized 5 points if they are turned in on the day they are due, after the class has met.  They will not be accepted at all three or more days beyond the due date.

Some assignments may be revised for a higher grade upon the suggestion of the instructor.  It is up to you to try for a higher grade under these circumstances.  Revised assignments must be received by the stated date or it will be assumed that you have opted to keep the original grade and the revised grade.

Although you may find ideas for some of your assignments in commercial books and teacher’s editions, the completed project should be your own.  Do not simply copy units or lessons from these or other sources, or from students that have recently taken this class.  (See academic honesty statement below.)

The academic honesty policy outlined in the ASU Catalog applies in this class.

No cell phones or beepers are allowed in class without advance permission of the instructor.  
Reminder:  They are not allowed in most elementary schools.  
Student grievances should follow the policy as outlined in the ASU catalog.  This means grievances must first be brought to the attention of the instructor.
Disability/Other-Ability If you have special needs and wish to receive accommodations in class, please contact the Office of Disability Services in Bellevue Hall.
Borderline grades for the course will be rounded up based on punctuality, attendance, and class participation.

You are expected to check your ASU Campus Pipeline Email Account on a regular basis.  Messages will be forwarded to you from the instructor..  The bulletin board feature will also be available for student use during this class.  You may be asked to post responses to the bulletin board that will count toward class participation.

Course Assignments

Attendance


            25 points

Discussion Leader

            50 points

Partner Presentation    
            50 points

Literacy Lesson Presentation
           25 points

Literacy Resource File
                      100 points

Lesson Plans/ Reflective Journal     200 points

Mid-term


           50 points

Phonics Test


          Pass/Fail

500-400 = A    449-400 = B    399-350 = C    349-300 = D     >300 = F

Schedule to be discussed the first night of class. 
