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Augusta State University Student Technology Fee Proposal Form 
Please complete the following information for projects to be submitted to the Student 

Technology Fee Committee. 
 

Title of project: The Experiment Management System (EMS)
Requestor’s name and email: Dr. Quentin Davis, jqdavis@aug.edu 
Department/Organization: Psychology Department 
Date: 10-19-07 
Estimated Project Cost:  $950.00 
 
Brief summary of the project: 
In accordance with the developing Arts & Sciences undergraduate research 
initiative, part of the Psychology Department’s vision is to involve more 
undergraduate students in research. We hope to adopt a professional web-accessible 
interface that organizes scheduling and management for university research 
projects. Currently our departmental research is managed via a ‘pen and paper’ 
method that allows no permanent record of scheduled appointments, participant 
demographics, or participation.  
 
Psychology faculty, graduate students and undergraduates design and implement 
research that is presented and published in the professional community. Many of 
the participants in this research come from lower level psychology courses such as 
PSYC 1101, 2101, 2103, and 2150. The courses easily serve over 1,000 students per 
semester from departments across the three University colleges. Many of these 
courses require experience in research or psychological assessment. Our current 
facilities require that students come to the department to sign-up for a participation 
appointment, and then return to the department to participate in research or 
assessment. Participation is then hand recorded by the experimenter and submitted 
to the student Subject Pool Assistant (SPA). Currently the SPA hand enters each 
record of participation into a database that must be generated anew each semester. 
At the midpoint and end of each semester we generate and format a separate 
cumulative report for each of the faculty members’ classes. This system is 
inadequate for the large volume of students and researchers lending itself to lost 
paperwork, forgotten appointments, missed communication of cancellations, errors 
in the database, and extremely inefficient use of student and faculty time. 
 
The Experiment Management System (EMS), a professional product of Sona-
Systems, Ltd., was made to replace the traditional ‘pen and paper’ method of 
research organization used by most universities. The system includes a custom 
designed on-line research study database for our university, all software upgrades, 
the ability to perform online surveying, and service and technical support for the 
year of purchase. The database itself allows for: students to sign up for participation 
or cancel online from home, automated communication between participants and 
researchers, demographic screening, online surveying, and ‘anytime’ formatted 
reports of student participation for faculty. 
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This system will allow for more efficient management of student and faculty time, 
and allow us to serve students by offering more consistent immediate 
communication and access from home. Because so many ASU students commute 
from long distances, this increases our ability to serve students in more rural areas 
of the CSRA and will provide opportunity for them to benefit from research 
experience without physically coming to campus.  
 
Because of the flexibility and custom design of the system we would have the option 
to support online surveys from researchers across campus, in other departments 
that showed interest in utilizing the system. Funding for the EMS would 
significantly improve our ability to a) provide more timely and better quality service 
to ASU student participants and b) increase hands-on academic experiences by 
undergraduates as both developing researchers and subjects of study.  
 
Estimated cost for years 2 and 3:  
$995.00 for each year. 
 
Will this project become a recurring expense?  
Yes 
 
If the answer is yes, what are the plans for funding recurring expenses? 
We would again look to student technology fees since this system directly affects a 
large population of students across campus each semester. In addition we would 
look into grants for technology supporting technology for undergraduate and/or 
graduate research. 
 
Could a portion of this project be funded and still be viable? If the answer is yes, please 
explain and prioritize :  
No 
 
Please estimate the approximate number of students that will benefit either directly or 
indirectly from this project.  
Over approximately 1,000 students per semester. 
 
How does this project support academic/instructional activities? 
As stated above, many psychology faculty require that students in lower level 
psychology course gain several experiences in research. This requirement is used to 
familiarize students with the scientific method and directly experience concepts of 
research methods including the importance of scientific inquiry, ethical 
responsibility of researchers, variables in an experiment, and potential benefits of 
research to the larger nonacademic community. Direct participation in research is 
the option most frequently taken by students. (Other options typically include 
attending lectures or reading research articles.)  
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In addition, both undergraduate psychology majors and graduate students are 
required to gain experience in ethical research conduct, experimental design and 
data analysis. 
 
If the submitting organization is an academic or administrative department, is this project 
included in the unit plan?  
Yes  
 
To attach supporting documentation, click the Submit button. Use your email attachment 
feature to add the files before sending the email. Submit form via email to this year's 
chair (Bill Nelson, Reese Library, 706-737-1745) 
 
Reset Submit 
If the submit button does not invoke your email package, print the form and submit to Bill Nelson in 
Reese Library 
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