














Naval battles involving USS Wasp, Constitu-
tion, and Hornet, as well as numerous famous
privateers, overshadowed the seemingly insig-
nificant losses of revenue cutters.
Unfortunately, all accounts of losses ig-
nored the basic premise of historical inquiry to
explain what happened and why. The personali-
ties of the cutters’ officers made the situations
what they were, and a more complete portrayal
of the events and men involved will serve as
models for future officers. The RCS and Coast
Guard were, and are, services made of the
actions and adventures (or misadventures) of
their officer corps. The vessels were only stages
for these characters and personalities. Ironi-
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cally, future generations should be grateful that
these cutters were captured. Their captures
provide us with a larger historical record than
had they not been captured.

The revenue cutters in the War of 1812
were minor vessels. Their use, or misuse, made
little difference to the war’s outcome. Although
previous historical works about them followed
the heroic model, their obvious incomplete
research raises curiosity and interest for further
study. Despite renewed interest, the decks of
the Revenue Cutter Service historical interpre-
tation remain cluttered and smoke filled.
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