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other Inaterial returned, direfully termed "the 
relnains of Cutter Eagle," were "All the sails. 
- most of the rigging, blocks .... Spars-all but 
nlasts," which implies Captain Lee had alnple 
tilne to strip the cutter and save both his long­
boat and yawl. This stripping may also account 
for the destroyed look mentioned by the British 
from offshore. 

Out of aininunition and unable to assist any 
further, the militia COinpany packed up 

their kits and made their way back to New 
London. Evidently, Lee knew that the Eagle 
\vas lost before the battle began. He was out­
gunned by the firepo\ver of the brig [cruiser] 
Dispatch [DesJ7afch}, lTIounting sixteen 32­
pounders and t\VO 6-pounders and the frigate 
Jv'arcissus, 1110unting t\venty-six 18-pounders, 
four 6-pounders, six or eight 24-pounders~ and 
two 6-pounders, by lnore than ten to one. 

Lee Inade a prudent decision that saved his 
crew froln death, injury, and capture, but the 
excessive attention to heroislll appears Inis­
placed. Once ashore, the cutter crew's safety 
was assured. T'he topography and sound British 
tactical reasoning nlade the prize, that was 
eventually secured, not worth putting nlen in 
danger. In cOlnparison, the defense of the Eagle 
pales next to the other cutters lost. The crew did 
not have to Ineet the enemy face-to-face, nor 
did they experience any great risk of capture, as 
did other, less chronicled cutters. 

There is another possible captured cutter 
that remains a mystery. The revenue cutter 
Polly or Poly is mentioned only by H. D. Smith. 
She was in service in 1809, but to date no 
information as to its home port, officers, or 
crew has surfaced. Why place her with the list 
of captured revenue cutters? The answer is 
siinple: British prisoner-of-war records show a 
revenue cutter Polly captured between 18 and 
27 July 1813 near Newfoundland at position 
46N 56W. The dates are not clear, nor are the 
capturing vessels. The records show the HMS 
Maidstone, Ringdove, Plover, and Prize [Sur­
prize] as capturing the cutter on different days. 
In addition, the prisoner-of-war records for 
Halifax indicate that at least three seamen 

shown on the cutter's crew were captured by 
the HMS Statura and Martin, whereas another 
crewman is shown as being captured on 10 July 
1813 by HM Schooner Picton. The discrepancy 
in dates could be from the date of transfer, the 
vessel transferred upon of prisoners and simple 
clerical error. 

British records indicate a schooner Polly 
was recaptured on 13 August. This may account 
for the names of two men being shown on 
several prisoner lists. Seanlan Chris Babbridge 
captured by both Plover and Statura and Sea­
man William Dorrison, captured by both Maid­
stone and Statura. An explanation for the dual 
captures Inay be that Pol(v escaped and was 
recaptured, or these Inen \vere part of a prize 
cre\v. The nUlnber of ll1en, eighteen, \vithout an 
accon1panying officer appears large for a prize 
cre'Vv. l'hen again, it was COInrnon to transfer 
prisoners and list each receiving vessel. 

The ITIystery is compounded by the loss of 
the logs for the British vessels for this period. 
What is known is that there was an England­
bound convoy within the same area of the Pol(v 
capture which \vas guarded by the same vessels. 
All told, eighteen Inen from the Poll)} were 
interred, including three sixteen-year-old boys. 
This capture will surely need nlore research and 
offers an intriguing mystery. It also makes all 
aware that the historical record is incomplete. 

so what is learned from the capture of 
relatively unknown revenue cutters? In 

July 1812, Captain Broke on board HMS Shan­
nonwrote Sir John Wilson Croker, "our Squad­
ron is in excellent service order and confident 
of destroying our Enemy's little Navy if we are 
fortunate enough to meet theln."4o This over­
confidence cost lives. The same form of over~ 
confidence skews the events and perceptions of 
Revenue Cutter Service's participation in the 
war. Many former researchers assumed the 
truth and validity of the events and allowed 
some academic overconfidence that there was 
no more to learn cloud and hamper further 
research. In fairness, every capture of a revenue 
cutter became a publicity victiiTI to some InajaI' 
Naval battle whether victory or defeat. These 
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Naval battles involving USS Wasp, Constitu­
tion, and Hornet, as well as numerous famous 
privateers, overshadowed the seemingly insig­
nificant losses of revenue cutters. 

Unfortunately, all accounts of losses ig­
nored the basic premise of historical inquiry to 
explain what happened and why. The personali­
ties of the cutters' officers made the situations 
what they were, and a more complete portrayal 
of the events and men involved will serve as 
models for future officers. The RCS and Coast 
Guard were, and are, services made of the 
actions and adventures (or misadventures) of 
their officer corps. The vessels were only stages 
for these characters and personalities. Ironi-
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