Grading Rubric for Organic Laboratory Reports- Crute
General

· The report is an independent document that introduces the reader to what was studied in the lab, a brief background to give it context and why it might be worth studying, how it was studied, what results were obtained, interpretation of the results, what results may have been expected, how obtained results compare to literature or expectations, explanation of how or why those results were obtained.  It should be written for a knowledgeable person who is otherwise unfamiliar with the experiment you conducted.

· Reports are graded out of 10 points.

· While you likely discussed the experiment with classmates, it should be written independently.

· You must use your own words in your report.  Reference to other materials should be paraphrased and cited.  Copied phrases or sentences constitute plagiarism and is a violation of the student code of conduct.

Your report grade will be decreased by 1 or more points (depending on severity and/or relative importance for that experiment) for each of the following:
· The report does not overall meet the goals stated above

· Appropriate abstract not present

· Multiple grammatical mistakes or typos

· Poor introduction

· Not using structures and/or names to identify materials or reactions where appropriate

· Not clearly distinguishing your results vs. literature or expected results

· Not reporting sufficient evidence of identity (melting point, spectra, etc)

· Not providing suitable theory (e.g. mechanisms, principles of physical interactions) to explain actual and/or expected results
· Using poor logic (e.g. suggesting a cause that is not appropriate, suggesting that a minor contribution was responsible for a major change, citing a cause that is not based on established principles)

Laboratory notebook pages may decrease grade by 1 or more points if:

· An appropriate purpose state is not present in prelab
· The physical properties and safety information for materials used is not listed in prelab
· Any information is not entered chronologically (i.e. never write above a line that already has writing, including writing beside existing writing or filling in blanks)

· Ink was not used

· Corrections were made improperly (scratching out with more than one line, white out, etc)

· Data is not properly labeled (what do the measured values very specifically refer to)

· Lab partners not listed

· Improper witnessing

· A notebook you witnessed have severe problems that a witness should have recognized

· Missing data- either measurements or observations
· Incomplete accounting of what you did (i.e. you need to keep running notes of your activities and observations.  Merely indicating that you followed the procedure provided is insufficient)

· Listing other students’ data as your own

